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IFtL’s Got Talent

On Friday 6th March, IFtL held their annual talent show for children
across the family of schools. After votes from children here at

Rickley, Smeera represented us and finished second runner up! We
are incredibly proud of Smeera for how well she confidently
performed in front of the large audience. Well done Smeera!

A huge thank you to everyone who attended our Reading Cafe sessions last half term, it
was great to see so many families sharing books together. Don’t forget, we have World
Book Day on Thursday 5  March. For now, relax, grab a cuppa and enjoy our April 2026
newsletter. 
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Bletchley Community

We recently had a visit from Bletchley Youth Centre located on Derwent Drive. Did you
know that BYC provides open access youth clubs. Take a look at what they are

providing below:



Summer Term Updates

www.rickleypark.co.uk

Reading Bags for EYFS and Year 1 
This term, we’re delighted to introduce our Books at Bedtime bags for some of our youngest crew
members. Each week, one child from every EYFS and Year 1 class will have the chance to choose a

special book from our Books at Bedtime collection. 
The book and bag will go home for the weekend, ready to enjoy as a cosy bedtime story to share

together. 
We really hope our younger crew members love this opportunity to snuggle up with a great book

and enjoy some special reading time at home. 

Reading Records for KS2 
This term, we are introducing new reading records for all KS2 children. These weekly logs give pupils

a simple way to record what they are reading and to reflect on their progress. 
The reading records can be accessed on the children’s iPads through their Showbie accounts.

Parents and carers are very welcome to add comments or notes about reading at home. 
We encourage children to read every day, or as often as possible. Reading can take many forms —
books, online texts, instructions, newspapers, magazines, and a wide range of genres all count. The

aim is to help children build a regular reading habit and enjoy exploring different types of texts. 
 
 

Maths 
During Parents’ Evening, you will have been reminded about your child’s Maths Passport. This

document outlines the key areas of foundational knowledge that children are expected to secure in
each year group to support their progress in maths. 

Alongside the tasks in the passport, we are asking for your support with a few everyday maths skills
that make a big difference over time. 

Telling the time: Please help your child notice and talk about time in reallife situations. When they
are ready, ask questions such as: 

What time is it now? 
How long until we need to leave? 
How long will this take to cook? 

As they get older, encourage them to work out how long something has taken or how long it is until
an event.

 
Understanding weight and capacity: You can also help your child develop a sense of weight and

volume. For example: 
How heavy is an apple? 

How much liquid does a cup hold? 
Which item feels heavier or lighter? 

These concepts can be explored easily while out shopping, cooking together, or simply noticing
things around the home. 

Thank you for your continued support in helping our children build strong, confident maths skills. 



Gravity kindly gave 30 children from Rickley the opportunity to visit Gravity Trampoline
Park and what a great time they had! 

Gravity Trip



Dates for your Diary

www.rickleypark.co.uk

Summer 1 (6 weeks) 
Monday 13th April – Term Starts 
Monday 4th May – Bank Holiday 

Monday 11th May – Year 6 SATs week 
Wednesday 13th May – 2:30pm VIP Assembly (invitation only)

Wednesday 20th May – Sports Day
New: Friday 22  May - non-uniform day for allnd

Friday 22nd May – end of term 

Summer 2 (7 weeks) 
Monday 1st June – Term Starts 

Monday 1st June – MTC 2-week window begins 
Monday 8th June – Phonics Screening Check window begins 

Friday 19th June – Father's Day Event 
Change: Friday 19  June - Summer Fayreth

Monday 22nd – Wednesday 24th June – Y6 Residential 
FThursday 2nd July – Transition Day (Y6 to Lord Grey) 

Friday 3rd July – Winning House Team Celebration 
Wednesday 8th July – Aspirations Day 

Wednesday 8th July – 2:30pm VIP Assembly (invitation only)
Thursday 9th July – 6:30-8:00pm Y6 Leavers Performance 

New: Friday 10  July - Break the Rules Day!th

Tuesday 14  July – 6:00-8:00pm Y6 Prom th

Wednesday 15  July– 9:30am Rocksteady Concert (invitation only)th

Friday 17  July – end of termth

Monday 20  July – INSET Day th

Please continue to check our school website, MCAS and our Facebook page for further details
regarding the dates mentioned above. 



Year Group Information
Nursery
Our Learning:
In Nursery over the coming half term our focus will be on the Sunflower Challenge and
growing vegetables an idea from the Soil Association. Spring will still be a focus now the
warmer weather and blossom has arrived and being able to investigate insects and look
for signs our seeds are sprouting. There will be a focus on growing sunflowers and
hopefully as I am pond watch we might get some tadpoles. Both focuses we will treat as
holistic looking at relevant mathematical ideas, doing a Big Artwork together, introducing
regular stories to tie in with the theme, information books, becoming researchers and
scientists, making the use of the outdoor environment and plenty of hands-on artwork
using different mediums. 
 
Our early phonics focus will be Alliteration.  The main purposes are: 

1.To develop understanding of alliteration
2.To listen to sounds at the beginning of words and hear the differences between them
3.To explore how different sounds are articulated.

 
Our maths focus will still involve subitising but we are introducing the language of ’What do
you notice?’ The children are beginning to use this language in their play. Alongside having
5 and 10 frames for the opportunity to research the introduction of the properties of 10. 
 We are focusing on counting to 5 and 10, forwards and backwards mainly through number
rhymes. Along with 1 to 1 correspondence and the understanding of simple addition that if
you add 2 groups of objects and count them that is the whole amount.
Shape, measure, time and capacity are key maths elements in our Sunflower Challenge.

Ways to Support Learning at Home:
-Practice taking off and putting on shoes and socks for our PE lesson.
-Go for a bug hunt together to see what you can find. 
-Read stories together to share the joy of reading, importance of print and hearing new
vocabulary.

Reminders:
We have a group of new friends starting so please bear with us if we are not available in
the morning as we are trying to settle them in and they may be upset.



Year Group Information
Foundation
Our Learning:
Our topic in Foundation this half term is “Come Outside!”. We will be exploring the world around us
and will be encouraged to use new vocabulary when we talk about what we notice or find. The
change in weather also gives us more opportunities to build our strength and co-ordination as we
run, climb and balance. 
In Drawing Club, our writing will continue to be inspired by Traditional Tales, our favourite stories
and old animations. These include ‘The Tiny Seed’, ‘Dexter’s Laboratory’, ‘The Very Hungry
Caterpillar’, ‘Little Red Riding Hood’, ‘Oliver’s Vegetables’ and ‘Farmer Duck’. At this point in the
academic year we should be writing short phrases to go alongside our drawings. 
In phonics, many of the children have consolidated their Set 1 sounds and are now blending these
together to read new words. We will model how to read more words with ‘special friends’ and will be
asking more comprehension questions to ensure the children are understanding what they have
read out loud to us. 
In maths, we will continue to follow the White Rose Maths Hub scheme of learning. The children will
continue to build confidence with numbers while beginning to apply what they know in more
practical and playful ways. They will explore numbers beyond 10, including counting, recognising
patterns, and understanding how numbers can be made in different ways. We will also introduce
the children to early addition and aubtraction skills through games, stories and real-life contexts.
Home Learning Ideas:
To support your child in their mathematical learning, please look closely at the teen numbers. Show
them that they are made up of ‘1 ten and some more (ones)” E.g, 14 – 1 ten and 4 more, Ask them to
notice the number sequence and to place them into the correct order when mixed up. Ensure they
continue to recap ‘one more’ and ‘one less’ using these numbers ready to work towards the end of
year Early Learning Goals. Check out the White Rose Maths Hub website – their is a home learning
section with free videos on this area.
Please continue to read with your child daily and log this in your child’s reading record. In order to
be on track, the children must now be working in red group or beyond – working on reading words
with ‘special friends’. If they are in Set 1 A,B,C or Ditty Group they are currently working below this
expectation. If you need any advice and support in this area please speak to your child’s Class
Teacher. 
To support your child in their writing, please ensure they continue to write their names correctly and
form letters well. Letters must start in the correct place – use the Read Write Inc phrases to help
support with this. 
Reminders:
PE Day – Monday        Library – Wednesday 
School trip to the farm – Please ensure your child brings a packed lunch and has a coat with them
on this day. If you are a parent volunteer, please also bring your own lunch with you so you do not
go hungry 😊 
Please refrain from letting your child bring toys into school – these 
distract them from the learning opportunities on offer. 



Year Group Information

Rickley Robins
Our Learning:
Welcome back to summer term 1! Our new topic is ‘Under the Sea’. This new topic will be
tied in with our weekly stories and they are as follows;
The Rainbow Fish, Sharing a Shell, What the ladybird heard at the seaside, Hide and seek
under the sea, Hide and Peek under the sea, Commotion in the ocean and Barry the fish
with fingers!
We are introducing more of an Attention Autism theme to our learning to encourage the
children to become more engaged when they are asked to complete tasks. If you want to
find out more about Attention Autism, please ask Mrs Parry and she will give you some
more details.
In Maths, we are moving onto measuring. The children will be looking at objects that are
small and big, long and short, light and heavy. With visuals and resources, the children will
be exploring different sized objects, and some will be asked to place them in an order
whilst others will be using a communication tool to point to the correct object.
We are continuing to use our communication boards daily and introducing a new sign a
week to support with early communication. The children have wowed us with their
understanding of using the communication buttons when they are requesting an object of
their choosing. 

Home Learning:
Please take note of the stories we are sharing with the children this half term. If you have a
copy of these stories at home or if you want to play the stories on YouTube, then your child
can become familiar with the pictures, and this will support their learning when we
introduce the story. If you want support with Blank level 1 and level 2 questions to help, see
if your child is understanding what they are seeing or listening to then please speak with a
member of staff in the room and we can offer you more details. 

Reminders:
If you have downloaded the EFL app on your mobile device, please share any pictures and
comments with us so we can use this as evidence for the Blossom Curriculum. 



Year Group Information
Year One
Our Learning:
Welcome back, we hope you had a lovely break. 
Year one worked super hard last term and we hope they will continue to this term. This term in
English we will be reading lots of amazing and exciting stories. They will be continuing to explore
these using our drawing club scheme. The children will be focusing on using more vocabulary
particularly words with suffixes such as ‘er’ ‘est’ ‘y’ ‘s’ ‘es’ and prefixes such as ‘un’. The children will
be encouraged to extend their sentences using ‘and’. They will also be using a range of punctuation
including question marks and exclamation marks. We will still be expecting the children to use
capital letters and full stops correctly. 
In Science, we will be exploring the world of plants and trees. We will begin by learning about the
main parts of a plant and a tree, helping children to name and understand the roles of roots, stems,
leaves and flowers. Children will also discover the differences between evergreen and deciduous
trees, and observe how deciduous trees change throughout the seasons, linking to our previous
topic on seasons. We will be identifying a variety of common trees and learning how to classify
plants, flowers and trees based on their features within our school grounds. As part of our learning,
the children will take part in observational drawing activities, as well as planting their own flowers
and caring for them so that we can learn what plants need to thrive. We are excited for a hands-on
and engaging Science topic, especially now the weather is getting warmer!
In Maths, we will begin by exploring mass and capacity through a range of practical and engaging
activities. The children will learn to compare objects by identifying which are heavier and lighter,
before moving on to measuring and comparing mass using simple equipment. We will also explore
the concepts of full and empty, compare volume, and learn how to measure and compare
capacity using everyday language. Following this, we will move on to developing our understanding
of multiplication and division. The children will practise counting in 2s, 5s and 10s, helping them to
recognise number patterns. They will then explore equal groups by recognising, making and adding
them, before using arrays to organise numbers. We will also learn about doubling and grouping,
building a strong foundation for early multiplication and division. Throughout both units, the
children will take part in hands-on activities and real-life problem solving to develop their
confidence and understanding in Maths. Alongside this, we will also continue to work on our
foundational knowledge of addition within 10.

Home Learning Ideas:
Please read daily recording in the reading record. 
Please practice the sounds daily and read alien words at home. 
Keep practicing your maths with fun family maths counting games and by using the online
Numbots game.  

Reminders:
Our PE lessons are now 
on a Wednesday.  Please 
bring in reading books 
and records daily and 
library books on a Friday. 
 



Year Group Information
Year Two
Our Learning:
This half term in Maths, we will be continuing to look at measuring using centimetres and
metres. We will then move on to exploring mass, capacity and temperature, looking at
measuring in grams, kilograms, litres and millilitres. We will keep practicing our 2s, 5s and
10s and our core tracker.
In our reading lessons we will be exploring lots of different exciting fiction and non-fiction
books. We will be delving in to what we notice about the pictures and answering different
questions about what we have read. We will continue to share what books we are currently
reading and loving with the class.
In Science, we will be continuing to explore living things and their habitats, looking at how
they adapt to their habitats and food chains. We will then be moving on to learn about
different materials, what they are used for and how they can be changed.

Home Learning Ideas:
Continue to read regularly, asking questions about what they have read.
Keep practicing your 2s, 5s and 10s. 
Practice letter formation and our always checklist for writing.

Reminders:
Our PE lessons are now on a Thursday morning.
Please bring your library books to change on a Thursday. If you haven’t finished reading
your book, you can scan it out again.



Year Group Information
Year Three 
Our Learning:
This half term in Maths, we will be moving on to our topic of length and perimeter, before
progressing to money. The children will develop their skills in measuring and calculating
lengths, as well as understanding how to work out the perimeter of shapes. In our money
unit, they will learn to recognise different coins and notes, add and subtract amounts, and
solve real-life problems involving money.
In Reading, we will continue to learn and perform a range of poems that link to our Science
topics, helping to build confidence and expression. Alongside this, we will begin our new
class text, The Hodgeheg, which will support discussion and develop comprehension skills.
In English, we will be focusing on instruction writing using the text The Teacher Pleaser. The
children will explore the features of instructional texts and use these skills to design and
write their own set of instructions based on an invention of their own.
In Science, we will continue our learning on Rocks and Soils, before moving on to our new
topic of Forces and Magnets. The children will build on their scientific knowledge through
practical investigations and hands-on activities.
In History, we will be learning about the Ancient Greeks. The children will explore Greek gods
and goddesses, myths, and daily life in Ancient Greek civilisation, developing their
understanding of this important period in history.

Home Learning Ideas:
Parents can support learning at home by encouraging children to practise their times
tables regularly, using TT Rockstars or timestables.co.uk to build speed and accuracy.
Daily reading at home is also very important; children can use the ReadTheory app
alongside reading books to strengthen comprehension skills. 
Please continue to support your child with weekly spellings, helping them practise
spelling patterns and apply these in their writing. 
We also recommend using the daily lessons on Showbie as a conversation starter to
discuss what your child has learned each day and reinforce key skills taught in class.

 
Reminders:

PE day has moved to Friday, please ensure children are wearing school PE kit / colours.
Our library day is Monday, please encourage your child to bring in their books to
exchange.



Year Group Information
Learning Lounge
Our Learning:
Welcome to Summer Term 1! In the learning lounge our topic is called ‘Art and Animals’. The
children will be exploring different artists and how they create art using a variety of
techniques. The children will be exploring water colours and showing us that they can
make different shades by mixing. Also, they will be exploring pastels and chalks to create
the smudged technique on some of their work.The artists we will be concentrating on are
Monet, Picasso and Banksy!
We will continue to do drawing club daily. The children really seem to enjoy this lesson as
they can use their imagination to create a sentence or word of their choice. We have been
pleased with how the children have taken to colourful semantics and are starting to show
an understanding of how to put a sentence together correctly.
In science we are going back to looking at animals and exploring them further. We will be
looking at life cycles, their habitats and what they need to survive. We will be doing a lot of
recapping to see if the children can remember any facts about a specific animal.
We know how important it is for children to understand how their bodies feel when they are
anxious, angry or upset. This is why the children in the learning lounge have weekly
sessions where they discuss strategies on how to calm themselves and find ways together
to cope with stressful situations.

Home Learning Ideas:
Please read with your children as much as you can at home. This really helps them with
their learning at school. If your child cannot find a book they enjoy, then why not try
reading road signs, comics or even the back of cereal coxes!

Reminders
Please look at our website or MCAS for reminders of your child's PE day.
On a Thursday, Mrs Dempsey will be trailing a PE lesson with some children from the
learning lounge (INVITE ONLY). Your child can wear PE clothes on this day. 



Year Group Information
Year Four
Our Learning:
This half term in Maths, children will complete our Fractions unit, focusing on subtracting fractions
from whole numbers and working with mixed numbers. We will then move on to Decimals, where
pupils will learn about tenths and hundredths, as well as dividing a one-digit number by 10. Children
will continue to develop their reasoning skills by explaining their methods and applying their
knowledge to problem-solving activities.
In Reading, we begin The Borrowers, where children will explore character development, analyse
authorial language choices, and develop deeper inference skills supported by evidence from the
text. Each week, pupils also take part in a dedicated reading skills lesson, practising vocabulary,
retrieval and inference through exam-style questions to support their preparation for end-of-term
assessments.
In English, we will be studying Arthur and the Golden Rope. Children will consolidate key Year 4
grammar skills, including the use of fronted adverbials, suffixes, and ambitious vocabulary. They will
apply these skills when they write their own myth narrative, using the text as inspiration to develop
setting, character and plot.
In Science, children will continue their Electricity topic, where they will build simple circuits and
identify key components such as cells, wires, bulbs and switches. Through practical enquiry, they
will investigate how circuits function and explore what happens when elements are changed or
adapted. This hands-on unit has been highly engaging, with pupils showing great enthusiasm as
they test their ideas and deepen their understanding through exploration. Following this, we will
begin our new topic on Sound, where children will learn how sounds are made, how they travel, and
how we hear them.
In History, we will begin our new topic on the Vikings. Children will explore who the Vikings were and
why they invaded and settled in Britain, developing their understanding of chronology, using
historical sources, and identifying similarities and differences between time periods.
 
Home Learning Ideas:

Encourage regular times table practice using TT Rockstars or timestables.co.uk
Support your child with Maths at home by discussing fractions and decimals in real-life contexts
(e.g. sharing food, measuring, money). 
Ensure your child reads daily, discussing characters, vocabulary and predictions from The
Borrowers. Using the ReadTheory app can further support understanding. 
Practise weekly spellings and encourage your child to use these words in sentences. 
Talk about learning from Showbie lessons each day — asking your child to explain what they
have learned in Maths, English or Science helps strengthen understanding and recall. 
In Science, encourage curiosity by asking your child about circuits they have built and how
electricity flows — real-world discussions can reinforce classroom learning. 
In History, discuss what your child has learned about the Vikings!

Reminders:
PE will be on a 
Wednesday 



Year Group Information
Year Five
Our Learning:
This half term, Year 5 will be continuing to develop their comprehension skills and test technique
through the exploration of Coming to England and The Story of Windrush. While practising key
reading skills linking to our VIPERS (Vocabulary, Inference, Predict, Explain, Retrieve and Summarise),
they will be discussing the impact of key historical events. 
In Writing the children will begin their learning by exploring the book ‘The Lost Book of Adventurers’.
This will inspire them to produce a non-fiction survival guide. The children will be able to identify
and use a range of different language features, such as passive voice, modal verbs, hyphens for
clarity and relative clauses. 
This half term in maths, children will be covering a wide range of mathematical concepts, including: 
·Decimals, shape and position and direction. Children will develop their fluency, problem-solving
and reasoning skills, applying their knowledge to real-life contexts where possible.
This half-term in History, the children will be learning about the Mayans. This unit will introduce
children to the ancient Maya: who they were, where they lived, and when their civilisation existed.
They will explore what life was like in Mayan society and compare it with what was happening in
Britain at the same time. The class will also learn about the Mayan ball game Pok‑A‑Tok and discuss
how it compares to modern football. Finally, the children will discover who Pakal the Great was and
why he is an important figure in Mayan history.
In science, the children will be continuing to learn about forces, before moving onto space! Their
learning will begin with a trip to the STEM Discovery Centre to explore star constellations, meet
experts and see Mar Rovers in action. Throughout the term, the children will be learning about how
the Earth and other planets move around the Sun, and how the Moon orbits the Earth. The class will
also learn how the Earth’s rotation causes day and night, and why the Sun appears to move across
the sky during the day.

 Home Learning Ideas:
Parents can support learning at home by encouraging children to practise their times tables
regularly, using TT Rockstars or timestables.co.uk to build speed and accuracy. 
Daily reading at home is also very important; children can use the ReadTheory app alongside
reading books to strengthen comprehension skills. 
Please continue to support your child with weekly spellings, helping them practise spelling
patterns and apply these in their writing. 
The children will be given optional arithmetic and grammar homework each week. 

Reminders:
Year 5 are going to the STEM Discovery Centre this half-term. 5RP will be attending on Tuesday
21  April and 5KB will attend on Thursday 23  April. They will need a packed lunch. st rd



Year Group Information
Year Six
Our Learning:
Maths 
In maths, we are finishing off the statistics unit covering the mean and interpreting different
types of graphs. We will then move on to the last parts of shape before covering some
revision areas prior to SATs.

Reading
We will be practising reading a variety of text types and answering different styles of SATs
questions in preparation for the SATs tests. We are also rally enjoying our class reads. 

Writing
In writing, we are consolidating the skills we have been learning all year. 

We will be running our SATs breakfast each morning of the week beginning 11  May. The
children can come in eat something and have a relaxed start to the day before sitting
down to do the tests. In the afternoons of SATs week we will be beginning our preparations
for the end of year performance – Gigglebox.

th

Home Learning Ideas:
Read every day from your library book or Read Theory.
Complete the LBQs we set each week on a Tuesday to be completed by Friday. 

Reminders:
PE on a Thursday – please make sure your shorts are an appropriate length.
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